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Dear

I’m sure you would agree that the wonder of  Christmas brings out the child in you and me. It’s certainly true when

you consider the Christmas lights, gifts, and holiday decorations. But, Christmas also holds a deeper truth for you

and me. It comes into focus when you consider that the Son of  God arrived as an infant that holy night and that

Jesus reminds you and me that, unless we change and become like a child, we won’t enter his kingdom.

Many wise scholars professed the Messiah would be the ultimate military commander arriving on horseback. I read

an article recently that mentioned philosophers thought the Messiah would be recognized only if  he was wise as

Solomon, charismatic as David, and had the military genius of  Joshua. And yet, the Messiah arrives as an innocent

baby; a helpless little one.   

You and I, as Christians, put great stock in both Jesus’ divinity and his humanity. We truly relate to his humanity as

he moved through each developmental stage of  life from infancy to adulthood, just like you and me. He is one

with us. We are children of  God.  

The challenge comes as you and I reach adulthood. We tend to drop those childlike qualities that are meant to 

stay alive within us as children of  God: trust, innocence, 

abandonment to God’s will, forgiveness, a love for all, joy! 

I feel the educator Angela Schwindt got it right when she said,

“While we try to teach our children all about life, our children teach us

what life is all about.”

Jesus told his disciples to let the children come to him. He 

embraced a child’s love for all! And he clearly reminds you

and me that trust in the Father and a childlike love for our

brothers and sisters is clearly the path to joy and peace in this

life and it is our way to heaven.  

At Catholic Charities, we strive to embrace complete trust in

God’s grace and guidance. We aspire to embrace a child’s love

for all those we serve. And this is precisely what you do

when you embrace our mission with your faith and your generous support.

of Southern Minnesota

Heartfelt thanks for embracing a child’s love for ALL!

 

❏ $3,000 and up   ❏ $2,999 - $1,000   ❏ $999 - $500   ❏ $499 - $250

❏ $249 - $100       ❏ $99 - $1               ❏ Other______

www.ccsomn.org

Supported by the generosity of the people of southern Minnesota

To learn more about our programs, visit our website at www.ccsomn.org. Remember Catholic Charities in your will.

PhonePhone

Name 

Address

City, State, Zip

November 17, 2019

Yes, I Believe in Providing Help and Creating Hope!
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With your compassion and support you embrace a child’s love for:

• Jennifer—a single parent needing help pursuing post secondary education in order to obtain gainful 

employment and a hopeful future for her son.

•Martha—a grandmother who cannot afford her medication for diabetes and depression and longs to 

regain her health in order to create lasting memories with her grandchildren.

• Joe and Heather—a couple hoping to seek counseling support as they are struggling with difficult 

family challenges that has made them question their commitment to each other and their ability to cope.

• The poorest of  the poor needing shelter at the Warming Center this winter.

Because you embraced a child’s love for all, your compassionate generosity helped transform the lives of  over

7,900 persons last year (an increase of  over 1,500 from the previous year). Your love for all, your trust in our

mission, and your investment in the seventeen programs of  Catholic Charities allows us to serve all regardless

of  age, gender, ethnic background, faith tradition, or ability to pay.

You have three easy ways to embrace a love for all with your gift to Catholic Charities!

(1)  Complete the front of  the form below, detach, and send it, along with your check payable to Catholic

Charities or credit card information, in the enclosed envelope.

(2)  Complete the electronic funds transfer form show below and make your monthly recurring gift. 

It’s safe, convenient, and affordable. You choose your monthly gift; the one that feels right for you! 

Your gift remains in effect until you contact us to revise it.

(3)  Donate online by visiting www.ccsomn.org

Our board members, staff, volunteers, and all those we serve hold you close to our hearts this Christmas 

season. We are forever grateful to have the blessing of  you in our lives.

May the grace of  Jesus Christ and his call for you and me to embrace a child’s love for all enrich and transform

our lives and the lives of  those served by Catholic Charities this Christmas season and each and every day of

the year!

Joyous blessings to you and your loved ones,

Mary Alessio

Director of  Advancement 

P.S. The wonder and joy radiated that first Christmas is alive

within you and me when we change and embrace the love

of  a child. God bless you for making that life-changing

difference in the lives of  those we serve! Whenever I let

that inclusive love of  a child guide my choices as I serve

at Catholic Charities, I never go wrong. May this 

Christmas bring out the child in you and me.

Sending my love and heartfelt thanks!

Electronic Funds Transfers (EFTs) are monthly recurring charges that are debited from either your checking 
account or savings account. They remain in effect until you change them.

Please accept my monthly gift of $ _______________ to be billed directly to my:
o Checking Account (please include a voided check)
o Savings Account (please include a savings account slip)

Transfers are done on the 15th of every month.

Donor Signature:___________________________________________Date:_____________________

Phone:________________________________Email:________________________________________

Your gift of any amount is greatly appreciated. 

Use the enclosed envelope or give at www.ccsomn.org

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANFER (EFT)

Thank You!

Christmas Letter Final.qxp_Layout 1  9/23/19  9:45 AM  Page 2


