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Immigration Legal Services 

 

The Immigration Services Program provides affordable, competent, and culturally appropriate legal 

services to persons needing to better understand and/or improve their legal status under existing 

immigration law.  The program provides a safe, supportive, and confidential environment so that 

anxiety and fear are reduced.  The program is staffed by our Immigration Services Attorney who is 

fluent in English, Spanish, and Portuguese and who has 16 years of immigration law experience.    

 

Our Immigration Services Attorney gathers all the pertinent facts relating to the client’s situation and 
determines if current immigration law provides a remedy for the client.  If a remedy does exist, we 

gather the necessary documentation from the client, perform the required legal research, complete the 

necessary forms, secure the necessary signatures, and file the required documents.   

 

Once the remedy is secured, our clients can fully participate, with confidence, in various aspects of 

community life including health, education, housing, transportation, employment, associations, and 

faith tradition.  This results in greater financial stability and independence for our clients and their 

families.  This makes for stronger and more fully engaged families and workers; thus making our 

communities stronger.   

       

If no remedy is available to our client under current law, we inform our client that their current 

situation is the best available under current immigration law.  We advise them regarding the actions 

they should take or avoid so that they do not jeopardize future possible remedies in the event that 

immigration laws change.  Even this less than satisfactory result can be helpful.  It is better to know 

and understand the situation than to live with uncertainty.  This knowledge and understanding helps 

them make better decisions in their daily lives.   

 

During the year ended June 30, 2015, the number of new cases opened declined significantly and 

unexpectedly.  This meant the program failed to generate sufficient revenue to meet its ordinary and 

necessary operating expenses.  Furthermore, the resources necessary to extensively market the program 

in the hope of rejuvenating the program’s caseload are not currently available.   
 

Given these facts the decision was made to close the program in the first quarter of fiscal year 2015.  

We will encourage other non-profits that provide immigration legal services to step up their efforts to 

serve the immigrant community in the central part of our diocese.  

 

 

 

 

       

 


