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Organization Information: 

 

Catholic Charities is a not-for-profit corporation of the State of Minnesota that has federal income tax exempt 

status under Section 501 c 3 of the Internal Revenue Code. Catholic Charities is a licensed child welfare agency 

of the State of Minnesota. It is a member of Catholic Charities USA, the Minnesota Catholic Conference, 

Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, and numerous United Ways. 

 

Catholic Charities: 

 Calls people to minister to each other 

 Serves the poor and marginalized, and 

 Advocates for social justice. 
 

We carry out our mission by serving approximately 4,000 people each year without regard to faith tradition, race, 

age, gender, or ability to pay. Our service area includes the twenty southernmost counties of Minnesota. Learn 

more about our twelve programs and services for those living on the margins by visiting www.ccwinona.org 

 

Program Description:  

 

The  “Locks of Compassion” sale of  package locks for creation will raise awareness of the plight of the refugee 

children we serve through our Refugee Resettlement Program based in Rochester, MN. As Rochester is 

embracing a call to be known not only as the home of the famous Mayo Clinic, but as a City of Compassion we 

are planning to collaborate with numerous schools, organizations, businesses, faith-based organizations, etc. 

throughout Rochester and the other counties we serve to see this life-changing project come to life. 

The Refugee Resettlement Program is a program that at its heart “welcomes the stranger.”  Refugees are 
individuals who have fled their home country to escape persecution for reasons of ethnicity, religion, nationality, 

membership to a particular social group or political opinion.  Our program provides extensive one-on-one case 

management to approximately 200 newly arrived refugees annually for a 90 day services period with compassion 

http://www.ccwinona.org/


and the goal of self-sufficiency. The Refugee Resettlement Program is proud of our unwavering dedication, even 

in the face of opposition and challenge.  

Over half the refugees in the world are children, this numbers holds true for the refugees that we see that are 

welcomed and resettled by the Catholic Charities Refugee Resettlement Program, operating since 1975.  At times, 

the ratio has been 75% of those refugees we serve being children. 

Many children that arrive through our program are those traveling with their parents escaping persecution and 

violence. Others enter through the family reunification process.  We assist parents separated from their children in 

filing the paperwork necessary to reunite with their children. These children have been living with relatives and 

friends overseas for years waiting to be reunited with their mothers and fathers.  

Once a refugee child has made the long and grueling journey to the United States we assist them and their parents 

in achieving security and a sense of normalcy. We enroll them in school, or, if they are of a pre-school age, we 

enroll them in school readiness classes. Teens are provided financial literacy classes to prepare them for higher 

education and to empower them as they transition into adulthood.  

We ensure the family has food, shelter, and clothing. Parenting classes are offered to parents learning the cultural 

norms of the U.S. while providing them with a sense of togetherness as they adjust to a new culture.  

Each child is a treasure to us and we are very fortunate that we can touch their lives as they learn and grow in their 

new country. In caring for these children we see them express their hopes of returning their gratitude by 

dedicating themselves to becoming service providers for others who are in great need.  Many of the children upon 

arrival express an interest in becoming healthcare providers, teachers, social workers, and various roles that give 

selflessly to those in need.  

Services include: 

 Welcoming refugee children at the airport upon arrival 

 Housing (safe and stable housing upon arrival) 

 Food access (groceries from Catholic Charities volunteer groups, food pantries, food support) 

 Medical access (school immunizations and check-ups) 

 Health insurance access (assisting in apply and securing health insurance)  

 Education (enrollment in school) 

 School Readiness Pre-School Program Enrollment 

 Clothing (to prepare of the winter months)  

 Children’s Welcome Baskets 

 Financial Literacy Classes 

 Access to family mentors (volunteers) that help parents and children learn how to thrive in their new 
community  

 Imagination Library Registration (to ensure every children received a free book each month to promote  
school readiness and development)  

 

 

 



“Locks of Compassion” Project Description: 

The story of enduring love and compassion expressed with a “love lock” is well known in Paris, France.  People 

express their love and friendship by attaching a 

decorated lock to various bridges.  Unfortunately, the 

weight of tens of thousands of these locks threatens the 

structural integrity of the bridges and they need to be 

removed.  Future plans involve selling the locks as 

mementos of this love with the proceeds used to help 

fund refugee programs in France. 

Our plan is to re-create this symbolic act of compassion 

here in Rochester, Minnesota.  As detailed in this 

proposal, the refugee children we serve arrive with 

great fear and trepidation. While our children in this 

part of the world have joyful memories of chain link fences surrounding their school playgrounds and sports 

fields, our refugee children arrive with vacant stares and fearful eyes. Their memories of chain fences involve 

being locked in camps, longing for memories of joy. A 

great majority of our refugee children are born into war 

and destruction; they don’t know the feeling of a night that 

does not involve bombs and fleeing from one shelter to 

another in order to remain alive. 

Our intent is to reach out with “locks of compassion” that 
can be decorated with inspiring words and messages. A 

$10.00 gift donation will provide help and create hope for 

the refugee children and families we serve. It will give 

donors the opportunity to decorate one lock that will be 

displayed prominently in the community on a chain link fence with a sign using the attached graphics for 

marketing purposes.  The message, “Replacing Locks of Fear with Locks of Compassion” will be publicized for 
not only those living in our area, but the thousands that visit Mayo Clinic, Rochester Campus throughout the 

summer and fall seasons.  Our hope is to have a ceremony with the Mayor of Rochester where hundreds of locks 

of compassion will be attached to the prominent fence destination in June for World Refugee Day. This 

innovative idea will raise both awareness and needed funding to keep our refugee program operating with a 

culture of excellence. 

 In the past our Refugee Resettlement Program was awarded for Excellence in Innovation at a ceremony in 

Washington, D.C. by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops-Migration and Refugee Services 

(USCCB-MRS). USCCB with its affiliates resettles 30% of refugees nationally. We have been recognized as one 

of the top resettlement agencies in the United States. Having such a strong reputation is wonderful; however, we 

are challenged to continue to provide services at our current level of excellence.  

The ideas to promote this great idea continue to grow and all who have been approached to assist in making this 

vision a reality are enthusiastically supporting our efforts…feeling it will be a “game changer” for all involved—
especially the children we serve. 


