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Love and Compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without them humanity cannot survive. 

                                         ~ Dalai Lama 
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“Locks of Compassion” Project Description: 

The story of enduring love and compassion expressed with a “love lock” is well known in Paris, France.  People 

express their love and friendship by attaching decorated 

locks to various bridges.  Unfortunately, the weight of 

tens of thousands of these locks threatens the structural 

integrity of the bridges and they need to be removed.  

Future plans involve selling the locks as mementos of 

this love with the proceeds used to help fund refugee 

programs in France. 

Catholic Charities has resettled refugees in the 

Rochester community for over 42 years. We have seen 

the life-changing compassion of our community 

transform the lives of the refugee children and families 

served since 1975.  We are inspired by the compassionate and creative use of locks—something that unites one to 

another.  

Our plan is to re-create this symbolic act of compassion here in Rochester, Minnesota with the community “Locks 
of Compassion” project.  While our children in this part of the world have memories of safety and joy in regards 

to chain link fences surrounding their school playgrounds and sports fields, we see refugee children arrive with 

vacant stares and fearful eyes. Their memories of 

chain fences involve being locked in camps, longing 

for memories of joy, peace, and compassion.    

We all experience “refugee moments” in our 
lifetime.  There are countless individuals living in 

Rochester, as well as  visitors coming to our 

community experiencing challenges, setbacks, 



heartaches and struggles; longing for a spirit of compassion to lift them up and provide them with help and hope. 

Whether you are a refugee arriving feeling lost, a visitor coming to Rochester with the weight of  health concerns, 

or a stranger  longing for a kind word….all are strengthened with the hope that compassion inspires.  

While Catholic Charities has taken a vision and created this initiative---our intent is to “pass on the baton” to all 
residents of our city and visitors who will create a life-changing display that will grow over time with personal 

expressions of compassion. Mahatma Gandi reminded us that compassion is that muscle that grows over time and 

gets strong when used.  These decorated locks with symbols, words, and designs will inspire hope for those who 

view the display in our Peace Plaza this summer. By using social media that hope will ripple and inspire others 

around the world. While we created the idea of this display of compassion, it truly belongs to all in Rochester; it 

unites our unique and personal expressions around a spirit of compassion. At the end of the summer, this amazing 

display will be donated to the City of Rochester so that all who view the lock messages in the future will be 

reminded of this 2017 “game changing” initiative. We will collaborate and be guided by Parks and Recreation 

regarding an appropriate permanent sight. 

My mentor and one of the most respected and admired individuals in Rochester recently passed away. Sr. 

Generose Jervais sat with me on many occasions telling me of the collaborative efforts of the Mayo Brothers and 

the Sisters of St. Francis. The world famous Mayo Clinic was founded on a vision and a spirit of compassion. As 

Sister Generose often reminded me…. “When you want to see a great idea become a reality unite individuals that 

will lift it up---many hands make the load light.”  I am grateful for many in our community who are collaborating 

with me and lifting up this initiative. Rochester Area Builders will be gifting the creation of the display and 

Fairway Signage is gifting the graphics that will both paint the picture of the display and of Rochester –
Compassion Lives Here. These are just a couple of the great organizations that define compassion in our 

community. Sponsors and Compassion Community Partners will be recognized at the sight of the display. 

The “Locks of Compassion” opening ceremony is scheduled for June 20th and the display will grow with lock 

creations through September 1st. The closing ceremony and gifting of the display to the City of Rochester is 

scheduled for August 30th.  

What if a decorated lock could express your compassion and the hopes it inspires begins to ripple…. 
         ~Mary Alessio 

 

**Although personally purchased locks with expressions of compassion 

will not be discouraged—Catholic Charities has rented a space for 

Thursdays on First and will have designated tables for adults and 

children to purchase a lock for a small fee in order to decorate on 

sight. All art supplies will be provided. People will then be able to 

immediately attach their lock to the “Locks of Compassion” display 

and share their creation on social media.  The key and a medallion 

with leather necklace strap will be gifted to each individual. The cost 

will be $10 per lock package and supplies (1.5 inch brass lock, strap, 

medallion, and design supplies for each package retail for 

approximately $12.75 each—this project is meant to be cost effective 

so that all in our community can participate). Those sales will benefit 

refugee children served through our resettlement office in Rochester.  


