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We met in college and after becoming college sweethearts
we got married in 2005, We both grew up in Iowa and have
created our home in Minnesota after we graduated from
[owa State University. Our family has had several pets over
the years and currently we have two shelties. Our fertility
ssues have changed our plans of growing our family

naturally. This has strengthened our relationship over the
years building a firm foundation for whatever our future
holds. We are looking forward to Deing blessed by the
addition of a child through an open adoption.

We share many passions including playing with our dogs,

fishing, bird watching from our deck, playing Farle or deing
a puzzle together, looking for Star Wars or animal related

WE PROMISE TO PROYIDE A CIRCLE OF LOVE antiques, and watching any type of movie. Our favorites are
SECURITY OF A HOME. GREAT EDUCATION, & FUN action, thriller or Marvel movies. We look forward to sharing
FAMILY TIME WITH ADYENTUROUS YACATIONS these pa -: ith our children. We want to help them

WE WILL ALWAYS CHERISH THE LOYE WE ARE explore new ."“[-“-f;;,-_; and enjoy the lives they have Deen

DLESSED TO SHARE WITH EYERY FAMILY MEMBER blessed with



Mark
enjoys his
first day of

school
pics just
like the
kids

-Mark started his career as an elementary
teacher and has been with the same school
since 2008. The first ten years he taught
preschool and then changed to a middie
school teacher since 2018. He also has a
masters in Montessori education.

-He has a passion for Science, Robofics,
computer coding and enjoys tutoring
students in many levels of mathematics

-He is one of the directors of Camp Invention
during the summers and encourages kids fo
explore their imaginations with inventing
unique projects
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-Mark has completed 47 races
including the Tough Mudder, the
Ragnar race and two marathons
-He looks forward 1o spending fime with
family fishing, 5,r:e.-.f"x.f?5_.3'. or playing
compurer games online with his

prorhers

-He collects Vikings helmetfts, anfique
far Wars or Gl Joe figurines, Marvel
foys and Star Wars Le
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e '- = lllal' own family pets.

-Kelly always wanted to be a
veterinarian since she was a small
child. With the support of her family,
lots of dedication and hard work she
fulfilled this dream in 2007. She has
been working as a small animal vet
at the same clinic for 14yrs caring
for pets every day.

. =She has helped train many
technicians, doctors and coached
veterinary students throughout the

~ Yyears. She has done pre-vet
s at Mark's school and
~ the Minnesota Children's Museum
Q:h«lﬁng young students about
care and how to take care
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biggest Fish but usually catches

(ov suangs!) the smallest Fish prize

Kelly is only § £+ tall but all

RS . hephews loc -Kelly has a passion for photography especially while on

vacations or taking animal and flower pictures. She loves to
create scrapbooks of our adventures for keepsakes

up +o her as & vele model

-She enjoys celebrating holidays and birthdays with
extended family.

-She enjoys cuddling on the couch with our twe dogs and
watching a good movie or tv series

-She can often be found getting lost reading a good mystery,
fantasy or romance novel

-She loves anything Disney or Harry Potter and we can't wait
for our next vacation back to Disney World



Mark is a twin (he G
gets to claim the W
older twin by only
a few mins) and
still has a little s
more hair than his 8
brother but we
don't know for
how long
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Kelly WE TRY TO TAKE SELFIES
shares WITH DIFFERENT ANIMALS
her

2 favorite
o KELLY HAS
GROWN HER HAIR
| purple OUT MANY TIMES
with one A AND THEN CUTS KELLY'S PARENTS HAVE OUR DOG
of our IT SHORT T0 LEIA'S HALF SISTER GRACIE AND
i DONATE T0 THEY LOVE TO PLAY TOGETHER LIKE
Locks of Love LONG LOST FRIENDS WHEN WE SEE

EACHOTHER
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Mark has dressed up and jumped in freezing water many en we first got married we
years to raise money for the Polar Plunge. Sometimes he 1- hod 3 cockolials
dresses up just for fun at home in his Star Wars outfits.
He has many Halloween options for when we have kids to
take them trick or treating.

WE LOYE A 600D BREAKFAST BEFORE A LONG CAR TRIP
FOR YACATIONS OR TRAVELING TO YISIT FANILY
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-Our cuvvent pets ave two loveable,
adovable and enevgetic Shelties.
Bandit was adopted at lyr of age and
is now [2yvs old and Leia we raised
From a puppy is wow 4yvs old.

-Previous family pets that have passed
on weve alse adopted: Koda a Sheltie,
Jeumi sur cat amd Pavker an Australian
shepherd amd we love how each one
has Faught us so much avout love,
fawmily, and affection and how loyal
every one has always been

- We com't wait te shave our loye of
animals and Future Fawmily pets with
our chilAven
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-Our house has lots of room to grow our family
or have extended family come visit. It has five
bedrooms where we are hoping to have siblings

in their own rooms one day. It has three levels,
an open living space and walkout basement to a
large backyard.

“The }:lrd 1s fenced 1n for our de S and future

We love to eelebrate the holidays and
deeorate the house inside and out

kids to play together in a safe area and our
home is near the end of a culdesac in a quiet
neighborhood with a small park and playground
across the street

-The backyard sits next to a wooded area that
brings in lots of nature from various birdlife,

deer and many weather changes in the sky

-We enjoy a night in watching the birds come to

“m“'[ 1 ul' TITLE R our feeders, playing card games or puzzles and
| ' '

|- A Il hml | “‘ l\ [ watching Dhsney or action movies together
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-We both grew up spending time
visiting extended family or having
| grandparents, aunts/uncles, cousins
4 and siblings sharing holiday fun,
birthdays, or supporting us at our

sporting and music events.
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-Mark is the third oldest of 8 kids
with 4 brothers and 3 sisters.
-Kelly is the middle child with an
older sister and younger brother.

We al'ways try to color code our outfits

Ly Tee

for our annual family vacation pics

-We currently have | | nieces and
nephews which allows for lots of
practicing how to be the best role
models we can and learning
parenting ideas from all our siblings.
All our family and friends can't wait

G)

Our Fam

excited for this new chapter for us.

-One of Mark's brothers lives in town
with their 2 kids and our child will go
to his house for in home daycare
with his uncle and cousins. Most
other cousins would be a few hours
away so we hope to continue the
traditions of cheering on our kids
and their cousins at their events as
they all grow up together.



-We love to cheer on our favorite sports teams including lowa State and
the Vikings whether we are in the stadiums or sitting on the couch enjoying
pepperoni pizza and candy for dessert

-0ur passions involve all things Disney and Star Wars from movies or tv
shows and even home decor. We have 5 Christmas trees decorating our
house and one dedicated to just Star Wars.

-Many of our family members enjoy searching for antique treasures with us
and we hope to pass on this fun activity with our children one day

-Some traditions with family include celebrating birthdays, holidays
with big turkey dinners, sharing homemade desserts and hot apple
cider as well as going on summer vacations

Can't
forget the -We add a new Hallmark ornament each year and can't wait to help
sellies to our kids pick out theirs. Kelly still has her baby's first Christmas
document ornament. We have a tree filled with ornaments from places we have
all the visited to bring back memories of all the fun places we have traveled.
memories

-We look forward to taking future family pictures with our child
creating all new memories and traditions




One of Kelly's favorite
mowies is Jurassic Park

Mark doesn't claim to be the
tastest runner but always
completes what he started

We have adopted
our pets and
encourage others
to do the same

Qur current
furbabies can't
wait to have a

baby sibling in the
house

We have visited many
museums on our travels

We both love the Harry
Potter movies and book
series




Mark built his own computer
from parts and loves to play
gomes with family and friends

We love seeing all the different
animals at the zoos and animal

sanctuaries we have visited
from around the world

Lela with our travel Christmas
tree with ornaments to
remember all our trips  §

|

Mark loves to golf

. ith fami
days and hope the lady slippers ﬁ':-::riif:::::;fi:t::::ﬂﬂ family vacation pics while

are still blooming when we go Py ae visitingYellowstone National Park

We tend to go to ltasca on rainy One of our color coded outfits for




-We love to travel once a year for Kelly's
conferences for work. Mark gets to visit
museums or do a food tour while Kelly is in
classes. We extend the trip for exploring
together the zoos, museums, and national
monuments to learn about local history.

-Some of our favorite places visited include
Disney World, San Diego, Boston, Las Vegas,
and D.C., to name a few. We have traveled to

24 states so far and are excited to travel to

as many states as we can, possibly one day

seeing them all.

-Most years our vacations with extended
family are fishing in Minnesota. One of our
favorite places was Yellowstone and we
can't wait to revisit some of these places
with our children one day.




Can't forget the

starbursts that

are tradition to

snack on during
the car rides and

-Visiting Itasca State Park is one of
our favorite things to do. Seeing the

: state flower blooming, pictures at the
-We rent a cabin and pontoon &P

Mississippi headwaters, and getting
to go out on the lake several e i

times a day rain or shine

their chocolate malts is a family
tradition.

-We catch many fish but also
capture lots of pictures of the
family memories as well

-We have a fish trophy that gets
passed around the families for the
largest fish. As we get older it is great
to teach the nieces and nephews, and

one day our child, to see them
outfishing us to win the trophy.




kelly knows how +o multitask

and tends to have a fishing
vod v oue hoamd amd her

camera in Hhe other

MAVE Allbvanyy SEEmS +a neE T
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We enjoy just hamging out,
seeing e good sunset on the
water and spending time with

family even if fishing is not
always good






i e Rt r=e
-Kelkl (S Q pratticing Cathobic and NMOaR Qhew

i the ,".[dii-’.-;il kQith but Qiten

up

ted Deloming G Qdutt

I t ] - : -
R0 Feaamed new aud dikterent Diews in

Offrek Our CRiEA more Prowtedqe of Other HQitRS

: l'.:l ;“L"J .1.I -.'!..il i 10 ALLSe OUA

=p
—
a
=
-

Cathotic. churck ard then Refp them kind what the

‘:'!"r.._‘r i OIS thell QROW Up.

Lhie both are (zodpQurents to Selreral of our

¥
LA

and nephews and enjou tRis role in Like of teaCRin

and eMRORCing Oour FOmitu S belieks.

i




-Our story is always evolving and we
want to thank you for getting to know a
little about us and allowing us to share

our life with you.

-Thank you for considering us to become
adoptive parents to your child as we hope
your dreams for your child may be the
same dreams we have to continue adding
new pages to our story. We want to keep
ereating more family traditions with an
open adoption where we all can keep
making new memories together.

the

HERE

1€ you would like to learn more about our stovy,
please contact our Adoption Agency
Catholic Chavities at:
Phowe: |-800-222-5859
Ewail: adoption@ccsomm.ovg
Ov you com ewmail us divectly at:
k!“ynhﬂhn&kn&dpi’@gmﬂ.cmﬂ
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