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Parish Social Ministry  

The Parish Social Ministry Program of Catholic Charities (PSM) exists to help parishes in the 

Diocese of Winona live out the precepts of Catholic social teaching. The program provides 

leadership, education, guidance, and service to the people and institutions of our diocesan church 

in their task of bringing the church’s social mission to life. In addition, we serve in the wider 
community as we work with other churches and agencies to create more effective ways of 

serving and empowering those in need. Our office also directs the work of the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development (CCHD), Catholic Relief Services (CRS), and Catholic 

Rural Life in the Diocese of Winona. 

Throughout the Scriptures we are reminded that the mercy of God the Father and the love of 

Jesus Christ call us to serve the weakest among us and to take care of God’s creation. We are all 
inspired by Pope Francis’ renewed emphasis on social justice, and many parishes are doing 
wonderful works of justice and service. Unfortunately, these efforts are often on the sidelines of 

parish life and are frequently difficult to begin and to sustain in our communities. In our parishes, 

we often feel that we don’t have the resources to identify and meet the needs of the poor. It can 
be overwhelming; we simply don’t know where to start.  

Pope Benedict XVI wrote that “Love (Charity) needs to be organized if it is to be an ordered 
service to the community.” Parish Social Ministry helps parishes to organize love.  “Organizing 
love” doesn’t mean that a parish needs to start a big, new charity program—far from it!  Rather, 

it means systematically helping parishes to identify what is already being done in the parish and 

community, tying this work directly to the love of Christ, and helping the parish in its continuing 

mission to form disciples of Christ. 

In FY 2016 The Parish Social Ministry Program staff was expanded with the addition of a parish 

social ministry coordinator in the Worthington deanery.  The administrator’s position was 
changed to “director” and PSM now has a seat on the Catholic Charities management team.  The 

director and the coordinator work together using the tools of education, organizing, and 

advocacy.  PSM has provided educational materials and programming to parishes, helped 

parishes to organize social justice committees and social action events, and worked with the 

Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC) in organizing parishes for social advocacy - allowing the 

Catholic voice to be heard in the state and national legislatures.   



PSM has provided leadership and legwork to the Diocesan Social Concerns committee and 

coordinated with the committee in hosting a Social Justice Day in the diocese in the fall of 2015.  

Another Social Justice Day is currently in the planning stages for fall 2016. 

The director and coordinator of PSM have both been active in organizational work during FY 

2016 including: 

 Providing Catholic Social Teaching presentations in Pipestone, Luverne, Worthington, 

and Rochester. 

 Coordinating “Life and Dignity Sunday” for the MCC and organizing MCC presentations 

in parishes of their fall advocacy tour. 

 Mapleton, Vernon Center, Adams, and Luverne and laying the groundwork for additional 

groups across the diocese. 

 Helping the Fulda cluster organize and train a new social justice committee. 

 Visiting social justice committees throughout the diocese and conducting an inventory of 

their social action in the diocese. 

 Creating a curriculum using Laudato Si’ as the basis for a one-day parish retreat and 

leading the retreat in Rochester. 

 Working with the Diocesan Social Concerns Committee to create and present workshops 

on Forming Citizens for Faithful Citizenship.  

 Assisting parishes in providing direct-service to people in need. 

 Assisting Our Lady of Guadalupe Free Clinic in Worthington in securing both local and 

national CCHD grants to create a locally controlled program for combating domestic 

abuse in the Worthington community. 

 Helping Catholic Rural Life in connecting with local farmers and agribusinesses for 

research in developing the document The Vocation of the Agricultural Leader. 

 Promoting the CRS “Farmer to Farmer” program in the diocese and recruiting 
participants. 

 Helping to develop CRS Ambassadors (free trade clubs) at Loyola High School and St. 

Mary’s University. 
 Developing a PSM volunteer network in the diocese. 

 

 


