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Parish Social Ministry Program  

 

Parish Social Ministry  

The Parish Social Ministry Program of Catholic Charities (PSM) exists to help parishes in the 

Diocese of Winona live out the principles of Catholic Social Teaching (CST). The program 

provides leadership, education, guidance, and service to the people and institutions of our 

diocesan church in their task of bringing the church’s social mission to life. In addition, we serve 
in the wider community as we work with other churches and agencies to create more effective 

ways of serving and empowering those in need. Our office also directs the work of the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS).   

Throughout the Scriptures we are reminded that the mercy of God the Father and the love of 

Jesus Christ call us to serve the weakest among us and to take care of God’s creation. We are all 
inspired by Pope Francis’ renewed emphasis on social justice, and many parishes are doing 
wonderful works of justice and service. Unfortunately, these efforts are often on the sidelines of 

parish life and are frequently difficult to begin and to sustain in our communities. In our parishes, 

we often feel that we don’t have the resources to identify and meet the needs of the poor. It can 
be overwhelming; we simply don’t know where to start.  

Pope Benedict XVI wrote that “Love (Charity) needs to be organized if it is to be an ordered 
service to the community.” PSM helps parishes to organize love.  “Organizing love” doesn’t 
mean that a parish needs to start a big, new charity program—far from it!  Rather, it means 

systematically helping parishes to identify what is already being done in the parish and 

community, tying this work directly to the love of Christ, and helping the parish in its continuing 

mission to form disciples of Christ. 

The PSM Director and the PSM Coordinator in the Worthington deanery work together using the 

tools of education, organizing, and advocacy.  PSM has provided educational materials and 

programming to parishes, helped parishes to organize social justice committees and social action 

events, and worked with the Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC) in organizing parishes for 

social advocacy - allowing the Catholic voice to be heard in the state and national legislatures.   

PSM has provided leadership and legwork to the Diocesan Social Concerns committee and 

coordinated with the committee in hosting a Social Justice Day in the diocese in October 2016.  

The title of that day’s presentation was How is God Calling Us to Serve the Poor?:  

Understanding Poverty.  The Committee is planning two retreats on immigration, one in Iona 

and one in St. Charles, for the fall of 2017.   



 
 
The Director and Coordinator of PSM have both been active in organizational work during FY 

2017 including: 

 Providing CST presentations in Pipestone, Luverne, Worthington, and Rochester. 

 Supporting and fostering small groups in Mapleton, Vernon Center, Adams, and Luverne 

that study Scripture, Church documents, and the Catechism, share their reflections, pray 

together, and build a community of disciples.  They continue to lay the groundwork for 

additional groups across the diocese. 

 Visiting social justice committees throughout the diocese and conducting an inventory of 

their social action in the diocese. 

 Assisting parishes in providing direct-service to people in need. 

 Producing and distributing a monthly e-newsletter on social justice.  The e-newsletter 

currently has over 200 subscribers.   

 Modifying the PSM webpage on the Catholic Charities’ website. 

In addition to these activities, the PSM program, working with local partners across the diocese 

including Society of St. Vincent De Paul conferences, provided emergency financial assistance 

to families in need.  This network of emergency assistance distributed $20,000 to 81 households.   

The funds, which were provided by the Diocese of Winona, helped families with utility bills, 

housing assistance, car repairs, emergency food or other miscellaneous needs, such as baby food, diapers 

and prescription medications.  Here is a breakdown of the assistance provided by category: 

Housing Utilities Transportation 
Other - including 

medical 
Total 

 

$12,763 $4,481 $840 $1,916 $20,000 

      

The PSM program is also coordinating the diocesan response to survivors of severe floods that 

occurred in September 2016.  Impacted areas included Waseca, Freeborn, Steele, Mower, and 

Blue Earth counties.  The Bishop of the Diocese of Winona, John M. Quinn, called for a second 

collection in the parishes of the diocese to raise funds for flood survivors.  Over $70,000 was 

raised.  The program is working with Lutheran Social Services (LSS) to help impacted families 

with needs that were not covered by insurance, FEMA assistance, or other sources of help.   

Finally, the PSM program, working with a dedicated group of Winona area volunteers, opened 

the Winona Community Warming Center (WCWC) in January 2017.  The WCWC helps 

homeless adults survive the darkest nights of Minnesota’s winters.  It offers a safe, warm place to 
sleep, showers, laundry facilities, healthy snacks and beverages, fellowship, and referrals for 

additional help.    

 



The WCWC is patterned after warming centers in Eau Claire and La Crosse Wisconsin.  It is 

located in the heart of downtown Winona at the Community Bible Church.   

 

The WCWC, which can accommodate ten guests, began operations on January 7, 2017.  The 

WCWC completed its first season of providing overnight shelter for homeless adults on March 

31, 2017.  Open from 9:00 PM to 7:00 AM seven days a week, the WCWC is staffed entirely by 

community volunteers.  Its 127 volunteers provided over 1,700 hours of service.  The WCWC 

employs only one paid staff person – a part-time Coordinator who works approximately eight 

months of the year at 16 hours per week.       

 

The WCWC operated at 34% of capacity in its inaugural season, which is a high percentage for a 

shelter that just opened.  The WCWC provided 276 shelter nights to 22 unduplicated homeless 

adult during its first season.       

 

We expect that the WCWC will operate at 85% to 90% of capacity during its second season 

which will open on November 1, 2017.  That season will end on March 31, 2018.   

   

 

 

 


