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Parish Social Ministry Program 

The Parish Social Ministry (PSM) program exists to provide education and advocacy for 

Catholic Social Teaching in parishes, schools, and local agencies.  “The Church cannot neglect 
the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.”  The 

Church has a ‘threefold responsibility’ to proclaim the word of God, celebrate the Sacraments, 

and exercise the ministry of charity.  “These duties presuppose each other and are inseparable” 
(God is Love - Pope Benedict XVI).   These words from Pope Benedict tell of the need to put our 

faith into action, and this is the primary work of the PSM program. 

The PSM program this past year was comprised of a team of two with the Director of PSM 

housed in the Winona office, and a coordinator of PSM in the Worthington Deanery.  The 

coordinator in Worthington is free to focus primarily in the Deanery, while the Director is 

responsible for the whole Diocese and has oversite of the Coordinator.  Work began last year to 

hire a coordinator for the Mankato Deanery, and was successfully completed late this summer, 

meaning the PSM office will soon be a team of three.  The Diocesan Social Concerns committee, 

formed four years ago, is a significant group in the work of PSM.  There are currently ten 

members of this committee, which includes the PSM team in its membership.  The Social 

Concerns Committee helps plot the direction of the work of PSM. 

On September 27, 2017, Pope Francis opened the two year campaign, Share the Journey.  This 

campaign is focused on seeking justice for the refugee and immigrant.  To that end, PSM 

coordinated two retreats entitled “Companions on the Journey.”  The purpose of these retreats 
was to bring Hispanic and Anglo people together in an encounter with one another.  Talks 

during the retreat were given alternately in Spanish and English, and headsets were provided 

for instant translation.  There were 46 participants in the west retreat in Iona, and 54 in the 

east retreat held at St. Charles for a total of 100.    

One of the primary focuses of the Social Concerns committee and the PSM team is to form 

small base communities at the parish level.  Progress has been made in this area.  At                 

St. Catherine in Luverne, the Worthington coordinator expanded one bible study of about 10 

people to four bible studies with a total number of 70.    The Director wrote a bible study on the 

“Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching”, and launched this in January, 2018 at St. Mary’s in 
Winona.  This bible study is discussion based and focused on putting faith into action.  A few 

other parishes have used the bible study.  It is our hope that it will continue to be circulated 

throughout the Diocese.  Another bible study is being written on the theme of “Life and Dignity 
of the Human Person” as a follow-up to the Seven Themes study.  It will be ready in 2019.  This 

study and other bible studies are a current focus in forming small base communities. 
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Another type of small base community is the Social Concerns Committees.  The Director has 

formed a Winona based Social Concerns Committee recently, and other committees are active 

in the Diocese.  The Coordinator in the Worthington Deanery also helped start the group “Luv 1 

Luv All” in Luverne, to create opportunities to help people move out of poverty.   The PSM team 

is available for any groups who need direction or formation.   

The Coordinator in Worthington helped to coordinate a successful program in Pipestone last 

year with a series of talks on life issues which included ethics of living wills, Catholic parenting 

and assisted suicide.  The Worthington Coordinator also was invited to speak at Ministry Days in 

June, the annual conference of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester, on Discipleship as it pertains 

to Catholic Social Teaching. 

Related to work with Catholic Relief Services, the Director is the contact person for the Rice 

Bowl collection, and for the funds held locally from that collection.  These funds are distributed 

to local St. Vincent De Paul groups and other agencies for help to individuals who can’t pay 
utilities and other related financial issues.  The Director is the contact for the Catholic Campaign 

for Human Development (CCHD) campaign that holds its collections in November.   CCHD 

returns 25% to our Diocese to be awarded locally.  This is “The Works of Justice” fund.  This 

fund was largely untapped in recent years, but $5,000 was awarded to a program entitled 

“Dream Catchers” in the Worthington area last year.  This program exists to create a sense of 

esteem and builds leadership ability among immigrant children in the area.  With an increase of 

promotion, more than a dozen organizations inquired about the Works of Justice fund for this 

coming year, and as many as six organizations will be applying for awards in the upcoming 

funding cycle. 

Disaster Recovery also falls under the jurisdiction of PSM.  Payouts were made to people 

affected by the flood in September of 2016 to victims in Freeborn and Waseca Counties.  A total 

of 16 families and individuals received aid, with 12 in the past year.  The total funding awarded 

for FY2018 was $16,251. 

The PSM Director also oversees the Coordinator of the Winona County Warming Center, which 

is an overnight shelter open during the winter months from November 1 until March 31 each 

year.  The Warming Center, operating in its second year, provided overnight shelter to 48 

different guests.  The Warming Center, staffed by volunteers, was open every night, including 

the holiday season.  There were 189 different volunteers who logged 3,316 hours.   The Winona 

County Warming Center provided 48 guests with a total of 606 nights of shelter, which 

represented 40.1 % of our capacity. 


