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Parish Social Ministry 

 
The Parish Social Ministry (PSM) program of Catholic Charities fosters collaboration between 
Catholic Charities and the Catholic parishes of the diocese and strengthens existing social 
ministries within the parishes.   PSM serves as a resource so that parishes can identify social 
issues within their communities and marshal their gifts and resources to address those issues.  
At the root of PSM is formation and education on social issues, as found in the Gospel and 
official documents of the Church.  From education emerge actions of charity, justice, and 
advocacy.   
In FY 2015 a Parish Social Ministry Program Administrator was hired to advance the mission of 
the program.  Much of the program’s work is accomplished through the 
Social Concerns Committee of the Diocese of Winona, which is chaired by the PSM Program 
Administrator.  The Committee’s goal is to foster and nurture parish social ministry as defined 
below.     

We see the parish dimensions of social ministry not as an added burden, but as a part 

of what keeps a parish alive and makes it truly Catholic.  Effective social ministry 

helps the parish not only do more, but be more – more of a reflection of the gospel, 

more of a worshipping and evangelizing people, more of a faithful community.  It is 

an essential part of parish life.   

- Communities of Salt and Light, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

Washington D.C., © 1994, p. 1.    

During the year the Committee met nine times.  The Committee’s work is summarized below. 

 Made presentations on Catholic Social Teaching (CST) in parishes 

 Wrote articles on CST that appeared in The Courier, the diocesan newspaper 

 Shared best practices in PSM from parishes across the diocese 

 Decided to use Catholic Rural Life’s Life in Christ Lay Leadership Program as the 

means to promote PSM in parishes 

 Recruited parishioners from participating parishes to attend Life in Christ leadership 

training to be held in August 2015 

 Presented a workshop on the Life in Christ program at the Diocese of Winona Ministry 

Days in June 2015 

 Encouraged parishes to respond to the 46 questions posed by the Vatican regarding the 

document produced by the Church’s Synod on the Family held in Rome in October 
2014. 

 Decided to organize a Social Justice Day in October 2015 on the Pope Francis’ 
encyclical on climate change, Laudato Si’.   
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 Evaluated and made recommendations regarding local applicants for national grants 

from the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) 

The PSM Program Administrator recruited and hired a PSM Coordinator in the Worthington 

Deanery, comprising the six most western counties of the Diocese of Winona.  The new position 

begins work in July 2015.   

The PSM program also secured the services of a paid intern made possible through a grant from 

CCHD.  The intern, who began work in late May 2015, is scheduled to work 40 hours a week for 

10 weeks.  The intern’s duties include compiling a survey of social justice committees in 

parishes and drafting a volunteer manual for volunteers that will evaluate and make 

recommendations regarding applications for local and national grants administered through 

CCHD and Catholic Relief Services.   

The PSM Program Administrator is will help coordinate the Life & Dignity Sunday event to be 

held in parishes in October 2015.  The effort will encourage parishioners to join the public policy 

advocacy network of the Minnesota Catholic Conference.          

Finally, the PSM program coordinates the distribution of specific emergency assistance to 

persons in need throughout the Diocese of Winona.  Working with its community based partners, 

the program provided over $18,000 to families in need.  The bulk of the funds for this effort were 

provided by the Diocese of Winona.       

 

 

 


