
January  Newsletter 

December Report 

The Winona Community Warming Center completed the 
second month of the season in December and continued to 
grow in volunteers and guests.  Thirty different guests have 
utilized the Warming Center so far this season, 8 more guests 
than all of last season.   

Our volunteer numbers continue to increase.  Thank you to 
everyone who has helped spread the word about the Warming 
Center and why it is such an important part of our community. 
Welcome to our several new volunteers starting their first shifts 
at the Warming Center in January! 

Thank you to our many 
supporters who stepped 
in during the holiday 
season by donating, 
decorating the Center to 
make it feel like home 
during Christmas, and 
getting the word out to 
potential guests who 
could utilize the Center 

as the temperatures continued to drop. 

Center Needs 

We are still looking for volunteers on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
to help with picking up dirty laundry at the Warming Center, 
dropping off at Winona ORC, picking up clean laundry, and 
dropping the clean laundry off at the Warming Center.  If you 
are interested in helping out please email 
ljohnson@ccsomn.org.  

The Warming Center appreciates all of the donations that the 
community provides to help support the Center.  Currently, 
we are overstocked on blankets and clothing so we are not able 
to accept any material donations.  The Center can always use 

monetary donations and gift cards to grocery stores.  As the 
Warming Center is only open at night, donations would need 
to be dropped off from 9pm-10pm or you will need to call 507-
458-9197 to set up a time to meet the Coordinator at the
Center.

We periodically receive phone calls inquiring if someone can 
prepare a meal and bring it to the Warming Center.  Guests 
would be thankful for a home cooked meal!  This donation 
would need to be dropped off between 9 pm and 10 pm when 
the Center is open for guest check-in.  This will also provide an 
opportunity for guests and volunteers to directly thank you.   

Save the Date 

Saturday, April 7th 
Volunteer Appreciation Banquet 

5: 00 pm  
American Legion 

Catholic Charities will be hosting a banquet for our many 
volunteers and donors who supported the Warming Center’s 
2nd season.  This will be an opportunity for us to show our 
appreciation for your support and to also provide a short 
program on the accomplishments of the 2nd season.     

Publicity 
The Winona Daily News featured Winona Community 
Warming Center volunteers as part of their 10 Days of Giving 
Series. The picture featured in the December report is from 
that article.  We were excited to be able to have an opportunity 
to thank our many volunteers who make it possible to have the 
Warming Center open every evening. “This volunteer 
opportunity really gives you a chance to make a difference in 
somebody’s life,” Johnson said. “You’re giving up six or seven 
hours to help run the center, but that’s giving somebody an 
opportunity to be sheltered indoors, to have a shower, do 
laundry, eat. You think it’s not that big of a sacrifice, but just 
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look at the impact you’re making in people’s lives.”  To read 
the full article, please click the link below: 
http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/days-of-
givers-winona-warming-center-serves-those-without-
a/article_aadd109c-f27c-5e84-9528-6e0b7c2eb276.html 

Winona Health also featured a story in the Winona Daily News 
about their experiences as volunteers at The Warming Center. 
They are one of our Community Partners with a team of 18 
people.  To read about why they volunteer and why others 
should get involved click here: 
http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/taking-care-
of-each-other-winona-health-offers-largest-
group/article_8781fa9a-c8d1-513e-9020-ca7347890c99.html 

One of our Steering Committee Members, Anne Vande Berg, 
spoke on our December radio spot with Greg Taylor and 
KWNO on her experiences as a Community Partner liaison and 
volunteer with the Warming Center.   Our December piece 
focused on the giving season and how community members can 
give back to those in need.   

Meet the Steering Committee 

Each month of our newsletter for the 2nd season we will be 
featuring an opportunity to get to know two of our Steering 
Committee members.   

Mary Farrell is an invested Steering Committee member, 
volunteer with the Catholic Worker, and a Community Partner 
liaison for St. Mary’s Parish.  She has worked hard this season 
on our new signage for our door and our new hanging sign that 
will be installed very soon.   

Mary Feathergill is a vital part of the Steering Committee, helps 
with organization of donations and laundry, and is the liaison 

for the Openers and Closers group for the Warming Center. 
Many of you have had the opportunity to meet her when she is 
at the Center helping out or training new Openers and Closers.  

Coordinator Notes 

We have already completed 2 months out of our 5 month 
season!  It was important to be open during the holiday season 
and because of dedicated volunteers like you, we were able to 
make this dream a reality.   

This was the first year that we have been open during the 
holidays.  We knew December would be difficult for staffing 
the Center, but I was amazed by the amount of community 
members who picked up shifts to ensure that everyone had a 
warm place to sleep every night.  Thank you to each one of you 
who filled in on short notice and during the holidays.  This 
really was the giving season!   

Our guest numbers continue to grow!  We averaged 
approximately 4 guests per night in December, with 6 guests 
being our largest night of capacity so far.  Having already 30 
different guests utilize the Center in November and December, 
we are looking forward to continuing to offer overnight shelter 
to more of our community members in January.  

Lynette Johnson 

Winona Community Warming Center Coordinator 

507-458-9197

ljohnson@ccsomn.org 
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