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Welcome to  Co-Cathedral of  St. John the Evangelist 
 

Our parishioners, the parish staff and I, 
as rector, hope that your visit to our 
church will be a prayerful time while at 
the Mayo Clinic or while you are 
visiting our city for any other reason. 
We encourage you to consider Co-

Cathedral of the St. John the Evangelist 
as your church away from home. If we 
may serve you with any of your needs 
please do not hesitate to contact us at 
the Parish Center. 
 

Also, please know that the Mayo Clinic 
offers a chaplaincy service while you 
are in the hospital and it is possible for 
communion to be brought to you every 
day by you talking to the hospital staff 
and placing a card outside of your 
door. The Sacrament of Anointing of 
the Sick is available by request.   
 

The Co-Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist Community is committed to 
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus 
Christ as we partner with the city and 
our neighbor, the Mayo Clinic. If you 
have recently moved to our city and 
desire to join the parish community, 
please find a form on our web page or 
stop by the Parish Center and register 
as a member. Together we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will lead us in being a 
welcoming Catholic community. 

 

Fr. Jerry Mahon 

Rector 

Welcome to the Co-Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

A WITNESS OF BELONGING 

“Transforming Lives from the Inside-Out” 
Do you remember the feeling of wonder you experienced when your science 
teacher taught you about metamorphosis with a caterpillar project? Of course, 
you and I know a caterpillar will become a butterfly, but it still amazes me to this 
day!  
 

I have fond memories of lying on a warm sidewalk face to face with a fuzzy 
caterpillar inching its way in my direction hoping it would crawl up my finger. 
Sadly, I also have memories of kids on the sidewalk abusing those fuzzy little 
creatures and seeing the caterpillar instantly curled up—paralyzed by fright. 
When I visualize those caterpillars paralyzed by fright I see the faces of those 
I’ve served and advocated for over the years at Catholic Charities. 
 

I see the faces of families in crisis, vulnerable adults and seniors, and children in 
desperate need paralyzed by heartaches and struggles just inching their way to 
us; longing for that “life-changing” experience and compassionate care that will 
transform their lives. 
 

Transformation is always an inside-out process for those we serve at Catholic 
Charities.  Caterpillars becoming butterflies is a metaphor for our work at 
Catholic Charities. We firmly believe all lives are valuable.  We serve those that 
our society often ignores and devalues; the poor, the marginalized, and the 
vulnerable. We look beyond outward appearances and see the potential they have 
to become their best selves and to live better lives. 
 

After John baptized Jesus, his role on earth was forever 
transformed---he began his ministry as the Son of God. 
Jesus never returned to the carpenter’s shop in Nazareth. 
The same dynamic occurs for you, me, all of us really. 
When we are transformed and move toward reaching our 
full potential we are not meant to “go backwards”.  We are 
meant to move onward and upward. 
 

At Catholic Charities, we seek transformation for those we 
serve. And because of your support our staff and volunteers 
strive for the transformation that allows those we serve to reach their full 
potential.  In 2018, with your help, we served 7,951 individuals—those broken in 
body and spirit.  
 

You helped transform the lives of over 1,500 more individuals than in the prior 
fiscal year. That is an incredible investment in compassion and a lot of butterfly 
moments! 
 

In his most recent book, Matthew Kelly poignantly reminds us, “Transforming 
people one at a time is at the heart of God’s plan for the world. Every time you 
become a better-version-of yourself, the consequences of your transformation 
echo throughout your family, friends, businesses, schools, nation, and our 
world.” 

 

God bless you for your support of Catholic Charities Annual Appeal and 
heartfelt thanks for bringing butterfly brilliance from a caterpillar crawl for those 
we serve. We are forever grateful for your compassionate support! 
 

 

Mary Alessio 

Director of Advancement-Catholic Charities of Southern Minnesota 


